Cardiac Myosin Activators in Systolic Heart Failure: More Friend than Foe?
Despite the rising prevalence of HF, new evidence-based novel therapies for patients with worsening HF remain lacking, e.g., safe inotropic therapies. Traditional inotropes increase contractility by altering intracellular calcium flux, a pathway that may be responsible for the multitude of adverse effects associated with current options. Omecamtiv mecarbil, a direct myosin activator, increases contractility through a distinct pathway by increasing the proportion of myosin heads that are bound to actin in a high-affinity state. Phase II clinical trials in patients with chronic HF with this agent seem promising. A phase III trial investigating this therapy has not yet been pursued to date.